Sharps
Care and maintenance

Knives
Knives should always be kept sharp to prevent accidents.

Knives should always be sheathed when not in use to protect the blade.

After any messy job such as cutting green sap wood or preparing food, the blade and handle should always be cleaned.

A high carbon blade benefits from being oiled if it will not be used for some time.

To sharpen a knife you will need a few basic tools:

· A sharpening stone;

· A polishing stone;

· Oil or water;

· A strop;

· A steel.

To sharpen your knife, first clean off any dirt, grease or other matter.
Lubricate your coarse, sharpening stone and set the knife at the correct angle by using the bevel.

Move the knife in a straight line across the stone.

Repeat a further 19 times, lubricating the stone as necessary.

Turn the blade over and repeat.
Repeat until the knife has a keen edge. This can take up to 100 actions for each side.

Now lubricate the polishing stone. Repeat the above steps.

Once the blade has been sharpened it needs to be finished by either using a steel or strop. This is because, as the knife is sharpened a very fine wire forms on the edge which would quickly dull the blade so the edge is stropped or steeled to break and remove the wire.

Once this has been done, use a clean piece of cloth to wipe the blade and remove any metal dust.

If the handle of your knife is made of wood, an occasional oiling with a very light penetrating wood oil will keep it in good condition.

Check and tighten any screws.

Axes
The care and maintenance of an axe is, in very many ways, similar to a knife.

The blade should always be cleaned of any dirt or mud and any tree sap using clean water. Sand can be used to scour the blade.

The blade should always be sheathed when not in use.

It should be kept sharp to prevent accidents.

It should be regularly maintained.

To sharpen an axe you will need:

· A sharpening stone;

· A polishing stone;

· Oil or water;

Firstly, clean the blade of any dirt or sticky sap.

Soak the coarse sharpening stone.

Sitting on a firm surface, place the axe haft between your legs with the blade between your knees and facing upwards.

Move the stone if a circular motion along the blade on one side 20 times.
Repeat on the other side.

Repeat until the blade has a keen edge and any nicks have been removed.

Soak the finer sharpening stone and repeat as above.

Give the head a quick wipe with an oil rag to remove any metal particles and to protect the blade.

Regularly inspect the head and handle. A loose head can come flying off in unexpected directions and a cracked handle can again be dangerous as the head is again likely to fly off in an unexpected direction.

Saws

Saws are more difficult to maintain but should not need as much looking after as they are generally not used as much as an axe.

A blunt saw is again a dangerous tool that will tire you quickly.

To sharpen a saw you will need a tooth guide and a set of specialist files.

Use the setter to straighten any bent teeth.

The files are then used, coarse to medium to fine to sharpen the teeth.

Oil the blade and tighten any screws in the handle.

Place blade guard over the teeth.
